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The independence of the internal audit department is essential to ensuring its
effectiveness, enabling it to perform its oversight duties impartially and objectively,
free from administrative influence or internal pressure. International principles of
internal audit such as those issued by the Institute of Internal Auditors (I11A) state
that independence includes organizational independence (such as direct reporting to
the highest authority), functional independence (the freedom to determine the scope
and timing of work), and impartiality in issuing recommendations. Without such
independence, the role of internal audit becomes merely formal and may become a
tool for justifying administrative practices rather than uncovering and correcting

errors.

In the context of striving to achieve administrative justice represented by equality,
transparency, and respect for rights in government transactions the internal audit
department assumes a pivotal role as a guarantor of the enforcement of ethical and
legal standards. When it is independent, it can uncover violations, protect
whistleblowers, and ensure that officials are held accountable without favoritism,
thus enhancing employee and citizen confidence in the integrity of the administrative
system. Therefore, the relationship between independence and effectiveness is not
merely correlational, but causal. Independence is a prerequisite for internal oversight

to effectively contribute to building a fair and responsible management environment.
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